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Forget the Past, Focus on the Future®
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"Brothers and sisters, | do not consider myself yet fo
have taken hold of it. But one thing | do: Forgetting what
is behind and straining foward what is ahead, | press
on foward the goal fo win the prize for which God has
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” Philippians
3:13-14

Paul mentions three different phases in this verse:
the Past, the Present and the Future. And offers three
responses: Forgetting, Working Hard, and Pressing Ahead.

Forgetting the Past

Concerning things of the past, Paul wants us fo
*forget” them. However, “forgetting” does not mean to be
ungrateful, or to disavow the grace of God upon us. Paul’s
infent is fo remind us not fo be held back by things of the
past, and be hindered from seeking our future. As humans,
we tend fo dwell on the past. We long for old-school food.
We enjoy old songs that bring back fond memories.
Reminiscing on the "good old days” becomes a pasttime
that we draw comfort from. What deters us from moving
forward is not our past failures, but because we cannof let
go of our memories or past glories.

Working Hard for the Present

As for the Present, Paul’s advice is fo “strain” or work
hard. What has passed is past, while the future is not
within our control. We can only focus on the present tasks.
In Matthew 6:24-34, Jesus has said that we should not
worry about fomorrow, but rather seek His Kingdom and
righteousness every day.

[continued on next page.]

SKIFF2018 F4AHERMERWERET o

Photo taken by President in April 2018 in China, Guizhou at the Huangguoshu National Park.
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Pressing Ahead for the Future

Christians were not called to live a life without purpose. In this verse, Paul
makes clear that God has prepared rewards for us in Heaven, and we live in
purpose fo fulfill God's calling. As such, we must “press on toward the goal”.In
sports, athletes are trained to focus on the finishing line. Any slight shift of their
gaze away from this goal could cost the athletes their medal. If athletes can be
so completely focused on their earthly prize, should we not show even greater
effort in pressing ahead for the promise of eternity in Heaven?

Passing On Heritage

This year, CAC News has reached a milestone.The newsletter was first
launched in 1980. Titled “Singapore Methodist Church Chinese Annual
Conference News” and shortened to "CAC News”, the publication aimed to
spread the gospel, and to connect with, draw prayers from and support CAC
churches. CAC News has journeyed far. We now carry the duty of passing
down this historically significant publication and its deep heritage to future
generations. We have fo ensure the publication stays relevant fo contemporary
readers. CAC News needs to be more than just a printed material but also a
digital evangelistic fool, to introduce the Methodist faith to the wider public.

You hold the revamped CAC News, a progressive newsletfter, with a renewed
sense of purpose.The new "CAC News” logo features a "dew-drop”. “Little
drops of dew makes an ocean”.The dew-drop symbolizes the laborious task of
evangelizing, where every single soul saved is precious. The Mandarin idiom,
"As you drink, be reminded of the source of the water” reminds us of our rich
heritage and deep roofs. Even as we refresh the newsletter, we honour fradition.
We retained the original calligraphy of the Chinese characters Zifl, which was
penned personally by the late Bishop Kao Jih Chung.The cover of this issue
features the artwork of Daniel Tam of Paya Lebar Chinese Methodist Church. This
is the first fime that all 17 CAC churches have been consolidated into a single
artwork.The back-page features a new comic created by CAC staff Yeo Cher Eng
in collaboration with Lois Chng, from Toa Payoh Chinese Methodist Church.This
may well be the first time that a comic about John Wesley is written in Mandarin!

I hope that you will embrace these changes. May we endeavour as a united
Methodist family, pressing ahead towards the purpose God has called us for, and
claim the heavenly rewards promised to us in Jesus Christ. Amen.






