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Photo taken by President during his October 2018 trip at Chugushi, Nikko, Tochigi Prefecture in Japan.
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"Now this is the commandment -

the statutes and the rules - that the
LORD your God commanded me fo
teach you, that you may do them in
the land fo which you are going over,
to possess it, that you may fear the
LORD your God, you and your son
and your son’s son, by keeping all

his statutes and his commandments,
which | command you, all the days
of your life, and that your days may
be long. Hear therefore, O Israel, and
be careful fo do them, that it may

go well with you, and that you may
multiply greatly, as the LORD, the God
of your fathers, has promised you, in
a land flowing with milk and honey.”
Deuteronomy 6:1-3

Whenever | speak to my children, |
often fall into conversations with myself.
Sometimes | will provide answers or
explanations fo their problems. Other
fimes, | will question the guidance that
I may have given to them.

The world today is no longer a flat
map, but a complex infer-connected
worldwide web. | was born in a fime
when mobile phones did not exist.
For this new generation that grew up
exposed to electronic devices as their

main entertainment and learning tool,

how do we pass on the eternal truths
laid down in the Bible? This is not

just an issue for families. The church
also needs to work hard fo help our
youths and parents deal with this
fremendous new challenge.

One of the reasons why God laid
down His commandments, statutes,
and rules, is so that our faith can be
passed down, and that the blessings
promised by God will be passed on to
future generations.This is the reminder
that Moses gave to the Israelites, and

to now to all peoples - that our faith needs o be passed down
to the next generation!

How do we pass on our faith? It appears increasingly difficult to
respond to this call. We need to speed up our efforts and work
in unity, for the fimes are moving too fast and the world is in foo
much change.

I have a few suggestions on areas we can work on:

1. Parents need to humbly acknowledge that we may not have
all the solutions, and instead, become active listeners and
learners. Let go of our authority; do not assume that your child
will obey just because you are his parent. It is a fallacy to think
that just because we have once been young, that we would
understand our child’s concerns. Our children are growing
up under very different circumstances. It may be difficult to
understand the stress they face, and the values guiding them
are vastly different from what we have experienced.

2. Parents should pay more attention to their child’s Christian
upbringing rather than their ‘worldly successes’. It is vital that
we help our children build a beautiful relationship with God
and a firmly entrenched church life.

3. Youths must be firmly rooted in the Word of God and seek
to experience His truths. Being inundated with an overload
of information, young followers of Christ need o work even
harder to discern the Word of God, and to experience God
personally. Their faith should not stagnate as theological
knowledge, but be lived out in their lives.

4. Youths should be placed in small groups that hold each
ofther accountable, as they confront new challenges together.
In order to bear testimony for God, to be His salt and light
in this age, they need to be part of a community that both
encourages and shares the same vision of holiness.

5. The church needs to pay aftention to family ministry. In recent
years, the church had emphasised age-based ministries, with
few looking at family ministry. We need to recognize that many
societal problems arise if the health of families is not addressed.

6. The church needs to constantly update our structure for
ministry. Whilst the fundamental mission of the church remains
the same, but the way we structure our ministry should move
with the times, so that we can continue to stay relevant in
bearing witness to a new generation.

Let us focus on the raising of the next generation, not just the next
generation of youths in our church, but also in bringing up the
right values for future generations of Singaporeans in our broader
homeland!

"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your might. And these words that | command you foday
shall be on your heart. You shall feach them diligently to your
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and
when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when

you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they
shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.” Deuteronomy 6:4-9
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