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Photo taken by President at the Gospel Church in Shimenkan, Guizhou, China, Sep 2017.
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Mainly populated by Miao people in the past, Shimenkan is a mountainous village located in the most
marginal north-western part of Guizhou Province. Scan the QR Code to learn more about the remarkable

ministry of the prestigious British Methodist missionary Samuel Pollard in Shimenkan, and how he brought

Christianity to the Miao people in the early 1900s.
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Matthew 26: 33-46

Peter replied, "Even if all fall away on account of you,
I never will” How often are we like Peter - believing
that our conviction in following Jesus is so strong,
that regardless of circumstances, we will never
doubt or disavow our Lord. When we have such
deep-seated belief in our own strength, as Peter
had, Jesus’ reprimand becomes harsher to the
ears: "Truly | fell you, this very night, before the rooster
crows, you will disown me three times.” Not just once,
Jesus says, but three times, in a single night.

| wonder what Pefer’s response was after hearing
what Jesus said.He probably found such a prophecy
difficult to accept! Yet, he knew that the words of
Jesus to hold the truth. His knowledge of his inner-self
and the proclamation made by Jesus, caused him
o sink info a state of denial momentarily. In defence,
he declared that even if he were to die with Jesus,
he would never disown him.

We need to recognise that what we choose to
know of ourselves, is offen a huge variance from
our real inner-selves.

When faced with the impending suffering at the
cross, Jesus was heavily burdened. Although he
was a perfect human, knowing what was fo come

still caused him to be in great distress and sorrow.
We overlook this aspect of human "weakness” that
Jesus displayed - which remains a great mystery in
God’s creation. That we would feel worry, sadness
and pain when faced with difficulties, dangers and
suffering, ought to be seen as a blessing from God.
Human weakness may not necessarily bring about
negative outcomes; it could in fact cause humanity
to shine. We have witnessed this truth when we see
inspirational life testimonies of lives that have been
victorious in times of adversity, and individuals
who have bloomed despite their weaknesses. The
recent Covid19 epidemic has allowed us to see
how we could have polar responses in the face of
crisis.

The way to overcoming suffering is to be watchful
in prayer, while also inviting others to pray along
with you.

Knowing that the suffering of the cross was at
hand, Jesus urged His disciples to remain watchful
in prayer. He brought three disciples to keep watch
and fo pray along with Him, when he was deeply
grieved.

The prayer in the garden of Gethsemane is key to
attaining victory over the path of the cross.
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