
现代崇拜联合聚会

CAC Sacred Music Sunday was celebrated 
on 10 November this year. On this day, 
churches will invite their music ministry staff 
to lead the Sunday service. At CAC News, 
we take a closer look at some of the recent 
worship and music developments, and 
also learn more about Charles Wesley, who 
composed many of the beautiful hymns 
that we sing today (please see backpage 
cartoon).

In January 2017, the CAC Board of Worship 
and Music (BoWM) convened two Focus 
Groups: one focused on Liturgy & Worship; 
whilst the other looks at Training & Resources. 
The Board organised a “Contemporary 
Worship Get-together” on 26 October 
2019, with the purpose of building a 
contemporary worship community within 
CAC. Hopefully, this will be the first step 
towards connecting the various churches’ 
worship teams together and open up 
opportunities for collaboration and shared 
resources. Held at Kum Yan Methodist 
Church (KYMC), more than 150 members 
came together. Rev Raymond Fong from 
Faith Methodist Church was the Guest 
Speaker and shared on the topic “Music 
& Theology”, while KYMC Ministry Staff Pr 
Ian Wong and the KYMC Worship Team 
spoke of their experience, “Sharing on 
Contemporary Worship Ministry”. There 
was much open dialogue during the Q&A 
session. BoWM plans for a follow-up session 
for Worship Leaders to be held next year. 
Here, we present reflections from some of 
the participants.

Contemporary Worship Get-together Session

Shawn Johnson,  
Ministry Staff (Worship & Creative Arts/Events) of Grace 
Methodist Church

“The session was well attended with a team of 10 persons 
from Grace Methodist Church (GMC). Rev Raymond Fong 
is an excellent communicator, gifted worship leader and 
musician. He spoke on music and theology and highlighted 
the importance of selecting songs with lyrics reflecting the 
word of God and biblical truths. He also emphasized that 
worship, both contemporary and traditional, should meet 
the needs of church members in the congregational context. 

As part of the CAC BoWM’s Training & Resource Focus Group, 
I played a very small part in helping plan this event and 
look forward to more opportunities where we can increase 
dialogue and participation within CAC churches to become 
more relevant in our worship settings. 

GMC plans to invite Rev Fong to our Worship & Creative 
Arts Day, where those at GMC who serve in worship, music, 
dance, and production gather together for a time of worship, 
fellowship and learning.”
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Sharing by Rev Raymond Fong 
Invited Speaker and Pastor-in-charge of Faith Methodist 
Church

Music and song are gifts from God the Creator for the glory 
of the Creator. Music and song express the creativity of God 
and allow us to creatively glorify Him. 

The Bible contains over 400 references to singing and 50 
direct commands to sing. We are called to sing to the Lord 
(e.g. Psalm 149) and sing to each other (e.g. Col 3:16). From 
creation (e.g. Job 38:7) to consummation (e.g. Rev 5:13), all 
creatures are commanded to sing.

Of all the musical expressions and instruments that may be 
employed in the praise of God, Scripture points to the priority 
and centrality of the human voice. The congregational song 
is therefore the key means of offering our praise to God.

The congregational song establishes a close-knit 
community, enables unified proclamation and empowers 
intentional response from the congregation. This means that 
musicians and music must play a servant role in helping the 
congregation offer their praises to God during a Sunday 
worship. 

The congregational song is also an important means of 
faith formation. It creates, sustains and strengthens faith. It 
helps us to remember and internalize Scriptural truth and 
it allows theology to be more deeply felt, perceived and 
experienced. We must help our congregation worship 
in “spirit” and in “truth” (John 4:23), and this means our 
praise must arise from our hearts and the core of our 
being and yet be anchored in the truth of who God is and 
what He has done through His Son.

We must be careful not to idolize music because music 
does not lead us into the intimate presence of God. It is the 
work of the Holy Spirit that does that (1 Cor 3:16; Gal 4:6).

If the congregational song is central, then our choice of 
songs must promote participation and not performance. 
The choice of songs should intentionally factor in familiarity, 
suitable keys, and music arrangements that enable the 
congregation to offer their best praises to God. Our music 
should not distract but instead enhance the congregational 
song. 

If the congregational song is central, then our choice 
of songs should help our congregation grow in spiritual 
maturity. We must be intentional in selecting songs that 
enable our congregation to show devotion to God and yet 
are also rich in Scriptural and spiritual truth. 

May God give us grace to be excellent stewards of His gifts 
of music and song. May we never take any glory due to Him 
but instead humbly help others reverently worship our Lord, 
Saviour and King.

Rev Glenn Tan Tze Meng,  
Associate Pastor of Toa Payoh Chinese 
Methodist Church

“Music is a gift of God, used for the 
glory of God.” As Rev Raymond Fong 
exhorted participants, who comprised 
both church and worship leaders, to 
consider how worship is used to glorify 
God, he explained various aspects of 
contemporary worship theology, that 
included genres of songs and selection. 
He further kept participants engaged 
by rendering on the keyboard, how 
worship leaders should consider 
practical stewardship; enabling the 
congregation song to be the focus of 
the worship unto God.
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促进沟通 To Communicate       增进了解 To Understand       分享见证 To Witness
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