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COVID-19 Thanksgiving
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1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.

COVID-19 presented many challenges. Whether it is being forced fo stay home and being distanced from loved
ones, or experiencing anxiety from fear of the pandemic or uncertainties in your job, bring all your concerns to
God in prayer. Give thanks in all circumstances and remember that God's grace is sufficient for us. Here we share
the thanksgiving testimonies of our brothers- and sisters-in-Christ who have experienced God's faithfulness during
this season.

Staying Connected
Lynette Tan, Grace Methodist Church

Before COVID-19, small groups of Grace Methodist
Church, called "Connect Groups” or "CGs” met in
members’ homes or in the church. CGs vary in size
from a few members fo above 10.

When the original set of social distancing safeguards
limited group gatherings to no more than 10 persons,
our West Coast CG met for the last of its fellowship
gatherings on 20 March 2020. We had just the right
number - 10 affendees - to allow us this one last
fellowship dinner, before the Circuit Breaker came
into effect. Such physical meetings will be missed for
a while.

Trying out virtual meeting using the Zoom App before 1¢ Zoom CG
meeting on 3 April

from 3 April, even
as we were trying
fo get used to the
new tool. Although

When we suspended our CG meetings, a sense of it was less personal,

loss could be felt momentarily as the Circuit Breaker we COEJ'O' ¢ see
measures really kept us socially distanced. When we everyones g ‘?CGS
do not meet, we miss out on the encouragement On, our evices.

This allowed us

and help for our fellow members. While we have

to contfinue our

personal access to God through Jesus and can
draw near to Him without any hindrance, we cannot
neglect Christian meetings to share our faith and to
strengthen one another in the Lord Jesus.

Thank God for the availability of the technology and
virtual meeting apps. When GMC started church
services on the Zoom videoconferencing platform,
our West Coast CG quickly had allits members install
the app. We resumed our CG meetings over Zoom

worship and
prayer, bible study
and sharing. We
certainly missed being able fo come together for the
refreshments affer the meeting. However, as we were
all already staying at home, we saved commuting
fime and could dedicate more time fo sharing.
Praise God for His providence and faithfulness.

The last CG dinner fellowship on 20
March under the max 10 persons and
safe distancing rules
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United in Prayer
Othniel & Roshini, Yishun Methodist Mission
(writing from Hong Kong)

Roshini writes: It started out as an ordinary day for
me even though | was feeling a little tired and was
feeling cold throughout the day. In the middle of
the night, | came down with a high fever.

The fever continued the next day and | was so
weak, | could not get out of bed. As there had
been a cluster of more than 30 cases of confirmed
COQVID-19 patients just next to our apartment, we
were worried that | may have contracted the virus
while at the supermarket or nearby restaurants. |
finally plucked up the courage and went to the
nearest hospital that night. | was very weak and
sleeping af the waiting area. When other patients
saw me in that state, they moved away. The
doctor sent me to undergo a deep throat sample
fest as | showed all the COVID-19 symptoms. My
husband, Othniel, had already informed our
family in Singapore and they arranged to say a
chain prayer at 10pm that evening. My father-in-
law Philip had informed his pastors and cell group
members and we were surprised and fouched by
the love we felf from Singapore, even while being

far away in Hong
Kong. It took 8 hours
for the test results to be
ready and at 9.50pm,
just before the 10pm
chain prayer was 1o
start, we received a
call from the hospital.
Praise God, the results
were negativel

| fruly believe the
negative test results
was because God
saw our steadfast
faith. Our faith brought
everyone from different
countries and time
zones fogether, united in prayer. Throughout the
day, Othniel and | were praying along with my in-
laws, Philip and Anna. God saw our unity and faith
in Him. | still wonder today how | could have tested
negative despite having one of the worst fevers
ever. It would not have been possible without the
infervention of our Heavenly Father. My faith grew
even stronger from this incident. | am certain that
Jesus is the only way of life.
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God in the Driver's Seat
Matthew Koh, Yishun Methodist Mission

| am in my late sixties and blessed with reasonably
good health. | am not wealthy, yet neither am | in
need. | am a blue-collared worker and when it was
time for me tfo retire from my full-time jolbo, God planted
the idea to undergo redraining in the Security
profession, to prepare for my retirement. Thereafter |
either worked on short-term confracts in the same
pre-retirement field, or | will take on part time security
jobs, whenever | do not get any projects.

In December, | was offered a confract to work at a
project. | declined the offer because | was feeling
lazy and wanted to relax during the Christmas
and New Year festive season. | thank God for that
decision, as that workplace is now designated a
COVID-19 cluster! It would have been a disaster and

danger to me if | had taken
up the contract.

As security is still an essential
service, my parttime
assignments have not been
inferrupted. | work two to
three days a week and my
work was fo monitor the
equipment in a laboratory.
This assignment gave me
stability as it was not shut-
down during the Circuit Breaker period.

This experience has reminded me that God is in
the Driver’s seat and | am very much, the privileged
passenger. Praise be to God for His protection and
provision!
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