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Achondroplasia is a medical condition that causes one to have a 
disproportionately short stature, making the arms and legs shorter than 
normal. Hi, my name is Joshua Khoo, and I was born with this condition. 

I was born in August 1992. Before I was born, the doctor broke the news to 
my parents, “Your son will be born with 4 short limbs and not be perfectly 
formed.” It was difficult for my parents to come to terms that their child will 
be born with different needs. Despite the challenges ahead, they leaned 

on their strong faith, and knew that my special needs was a 
gift from God.

I was born with weak and frail bones. My spinal cord was 
narrower at the lower segment and this suppressed my nerves. 
This impeded my ability to walk. As a young child, I had to 
undergo physiotherapy and see a specialist 3 times a week. 
The medical expenses were a toll on the family’s finances. 
My parents had to shuttle me to and from these sessions. 
We witnessed God’s sacrificial love for His child through my 
parents’ sacrifices for me.

When I was 4 years old, a miracle happened at the swimming 
pool. In spite of my condition, I was a fearless child and would 
excitedly jump into the pool. By the prompting of the Holy 

Spirit, my dad somehow released me slowly from his grip at the pool, and told 
me to walk. Miraculously, I took my first step forward on my own. When I took 
a second step without any assistance, my dad broke into tears, as he had 
witnessed a miracle. He heard the voice of God saying, “This is my beloved 
son, whom I love.”

Life was tough during my schooling years. The students were rowdy, and 
would tease me. There was an incident that I still recall vividly. A group of 
bullies had called me across the school canteen. When I ran towards them, I 
did not notice a puddle of water. I slipped and hit my head. My close friends 
confronted this group of bullies and a fight broke out. Over the years, I realised 
that though I may be small in stature, I was always supported by friends who 
protected and lifted me up whenever I needed help. God always surrounds 
me with angels.

Growing up, I found my passion in photography. 
Being able to capture expressions 
through a photograph allows me to 
express myself better. It has been 
God’s priceless gift to me.

In 2014, after an interview with 
Lianhe Zaobao on my journey to 
be a photographer, I was invited 

by schools to deliver motivational talks to students. I had 
my doubts, and asked God, what I could share, with no 
big achievements or glowing academic results to show. 
However, each time as I prepared for these talks, God 
spoke to me. I realised my life story was to be celebrated 
upon, and each hurdle I overcame was a testimony of 
God’s work on me. My personal difficulties could resonate 
with someone who may be struggling.

2020 has been a difficult year for many. I, too, did not have a good start into 
the year. Three relatives passed away in the first half of 2020. Life seemed 
so fragile. In mid-2020, I received yet another blow. I was retrenched. 
Many thoughts ran through my head - I questioned my abilities and was 
momentarily shaken, not knowing what my future holds. I decided to channel 
my energies to my passion – photography – and started reconnecting  
with friends. 

In August, I took my annual pilgrimage to take photographs for the National 
Day celebrations. In the midst of this, God presented yet another opportunity 
- I was invited by Channel 8 to be interviewed for a special feature on 
National Day. It was truly a privilege! Whilst somewhat amused at my “new-
found fame”, I was immensely touched by how God continues to open 
doors for me. 

This verse has seen me through many seasons, “Be strong 
and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be 
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever 
you go.” [Joshua 1:9]

As a photographer with a small built, I have to overcome 
many more hurdles. I have to jostle for positions to take 
the best photos, even with tripods taller than me. I have 
to heave heavy equipment which strain my small 
frame. Yet, in every opportunity that God presents 
me, I am blessed to be able to play a part in 
capturing special moments. I give thanks for 
how God has been shaping me. Small in my 
beginnings, yet receiving an abundance 
of God’s grace.

[Afternote: At the time of publishing, Joshua was 
just re-hired back to his previous job. We praise 
God for His unceasing provision.] 
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