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2020 will be a significant year in human history.
The sudden onset of Covid-19 and its rapid spread
to nearly all continents, caught many unprepared.
Global economic activities ground to a half.
Businesses were forced to change their mode of
operation, people were compelled to work from
home, students shifted to home-based learning,
religious sites were closed, and our usual routines
were disrupted. Physical and psychological issues
emerged.

Despite these volatile conditions, let us look to that
which is unchanging and dependable.

1. Future transformations of the society have now

been compressed and manifested in 2020
Working from home and videoconferencing are not
new technological revolution. More will eventually
adopt these. However, some will remain resistant.
This pandemic has given us a foretaste of what the
future world would be like.

Historically, Churches have also had their
experiences with big changes, the biggest one
being that of Palm Sunday and Easter. Palm Sunday
is a day of celebration to welcome the Saviour, but
it led to the crucifixion of Christ.To the disciples, this
is a huge disaster. But a miracle occurred - Jesus
resurrected! Jesus overcame the power of sin and
defeated death. The disciples’ views, along with
their lives, were completely changed, and that
spelf the beginning of the New Testament church.

Romans 8:28 'And we know that all things work
fogether for good to those who love God, to those
who are called according to His purpose.”

Rather than hoping for life to go back to the way
it was pre-Covid; think about how a post-Covid-19
world could allow the Church to flourish and be a
withess for God. With a heart of reverence, let us
seek the will of God.

2. Reflections on the closure of church premises
The closure of church premises brings us fo
question the fundamentals: What is church? Does
church refer to the building? Is worship that is held
online, and not in a sanctuary, still considered
worship? Can an online community be the church?
Must offerings be collected only in the sanctuary?
Without a physical gathering of the congregation,
where do we find the church?

This abrupt pause has allowed us to quieten down
fo evaluate how we view the church, to refocus
on the indispensable works of the church, for
instance, Jesus’ Great Commission and Christian
sanctification emphasized by John Wesley.
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Jesus’ Great Commission was to make disciples of
all nations (Matt 28:18-20).This is the fundamental
purpose of the church - to make disciples and
bring the Gospel to the ends of the earth. Without
physical church gatherings, the church remains
in its truest form - as a people of the Great
Commission.

3. People need the Lord

The pandemic revealed to us the fragility and
brevity of life. Despite the advances of medicine,
we are still at a loss in contfaining this virus. Amidst
great anxiety, who can bring us hope, who can
share the great news of the Gospel to the people?

My dear brothers and sisters, people need the Lord.

Matthew 9:35-38 Jesus went through all the
fowns and villages, teaching in their synagogues,
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and

healing every disease and sickness. When he saw
the crowds, he had compassion on them, because
they were harassed and helpless, like sheep
without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples,
"The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.
Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out
workers info his harvest field.”

For God so love the world, no one is outside of the
grace of God. Everyone can receive salvation in
Christ, through whom the forgiveness of God has
been given. John Wesley faithfully preached the
Gospel wherever he went for he knew that this is
what is meant to be a witness of the Truth.

In the face of an everchanging world, let us root
ourselves in the eternal Truth and be brave in
dealing with the challenges and changes ahead.
God will keep watch over His Church.
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