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2020 will be a significant year in human history.
The sudden onset of Covid-19 and its rapid spread
fo nearly all continents, caught many unprepared.
Global economic activities ground to a halt.
Businesses were forced to change their mode of
operation, people were compelled to work from
home, students shifted to home-based learning,
religious sites were closed, and our usual roufines
were disrupted. Physical and psychological issues
emerged.

Despite these volatile conditions, let us look to that
which is unchanging and dependable.

1. Future transformations of the society have now

been compressed and manifested in 2020
Working from home and videoconferencing are not
new technological revolution. More will eventually
adopt these. However, some will remain resistant.
This pandemic has given us a foretaste of what the
future world would be like.

Historically, Churches have also had their
experiences with big changes, the biggest one
being that of Palm Sunday and Easter.Palm Sunday
is a day of celebration to welcome the Saviour, but
it led to the crucifixion of Christ.To the disciples, this
is a huge disaster. But a miracle occurred - Jesus
resurrected! Jesus overcame the power of sin and
defeated death. The disciples’ views, along with
their lives, were completely changed, and that
spelf the beginning of the New Testament church.

Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work
fogether for good to those who love God, fo those
who are called according fo His purpose.”

Rather than hoping for life to go back fo the way
it was pre-Covid; think about how a post-Covid-19
world could allow the Church to flourish and be a
withess for God. With a heart of reverence, let us
seek the will of God.

2. Reflections on the closure of church premises
The closure of church premises brings us tfo
question the fundamentals: What is church? Does
church refer to the building? Is worship that is held
online, and not in a sanctuary, sfill considered
worship? Can an online community be the church?
Must offerings be collected only in the sanctuary?
Without a physical gathering of the congregation,
where do we find the church?

This abrupt pause has allowed us to quieten down
fo evaluate how we view the church, to refocus
on the indispensable works of the church, for
instance, Jesus” Great Commission and Christian
sanctification emphasized by John Wesley.

@ 1B To Communicate @ 1% T #2 To Understand @ 4>= JLiE To Witness @
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Jesus’ Great Commission was to make disciples of
all nations (Matt 28:18-20).This is the fundamental
purpose of the church - to make disciples and
bring the Gospel to the ends of the earth. Without
physical church gatherings, the church remains
in its truest form - as a people of the Great
Commission.

3. People need the Lord

The pandemic revealed to us the fragility and
brevity of life. Despite the advances of medicine,
we are sfill at a loss in containing this virus. Amidst
great anxiety, who can bring us hope? Who can
share the great news of the Gospel to the people?

My dear brothers and sisters, people need the Lord.

Matthew 9:35-38 Jesus went through all the
fowns and villages, teaching in their synagogues,
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and

healing every disease and sickness. When he saw
the crowds, he had compassion on them, because
they were harassed and helpless, like sheep
without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples,
"The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.
Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out
workers info his harvest field.”

For God so love the world, no one is outside of the
grace of God. Everyone can receive salvation in
Christ, through whom the forgiveness of God has
been given. John Wesley faithfully preached the
Gospel wherever he went for he knew that this is
what is meant to be a witness of the Truth.

In the face of an everchanging world, let us root
ourselves in the eternal Truth and be brave in
dealing with the challenges and changes ahead.
God will keep watch over His Church.

MCS Holds Its First Online General Conference

B Wk AT LA

The 12" Session of the General Conference of
the Methodist Church in Singapore (MCS) was
successfully held online from 7 to 11 September
2020. With an operations committee being manned
physically at the Methodist Centre, the conference
saw the delegates of TRAC, ETAC and CAC, as well
as special guests participating online from their
own homes.

Asthis marks the last year of the current Quadrennium,
this year's General Conference saw elections being
held for new office-holders for the next Quadrennium
(2021-2024). Significantly, the new Bishop for the next
Quadrennium was elected. We thank God for the
faithful and exemplary service of Bishop Dr Chong
Chin Chung, who will be stepping down as Bishop
of MCS in December 2020, and congratulate our
Bishop-elect, Rev Dr Gordon Wong.

FBI2EEWNEFNAEEET —HEL LIRFIZ1T.
BWSBERR, EREL ERITIES! BT —LLE
THRESEREPOHITE, =—Fills. RKRFIL
SUREANFUENARNREERSTEERPS 5L L

e

SERAENRE—F. WSESRABHTTEES
w2, Wikt T—1F, HHME (2021-2024)
HEaE. BRMNASFI2FIENS S KRB HD
(1) BRERR. thSFBRONRER T HANE
B BIMTERRKMESE, RERWT (FL) .

THE REV DR GORDON WONG, 59,
has been elected the new Bishop of
The Methodist Church in Singapore
(MCS). He will be consecrated on
4 December 2020, taking on the role of
spiritual leader for more than 44,000
Methodists.

For the full English text on Rev Dr Gordon Wong's
election as the new Bishop of MCS, please refer to
MCS announcement:

www.methodist.org.sg/index.php/what-
s-happening/602-new-methodist-bishop-
elected-2020

BESISHEBREN (HL) ZENFTMEEEHY
IEASHHSE. figT2020512R481KR, HKi
EHFFEE44,000 IR EEENESE-

HRIAEIA7BREINESH, N46ZREA PR HT
H. HiEHE, RFESHMEEERDELIZLR
EXTRE. BERERN, EXTEETHEMRE,
RENEAHENBRFZHER. ~

HERIFE1986FEFIRIBEDEASHIT. 20134,
itk A=—FNE (TRAC) MK, fliFiBE=—
AFERBRMANSERAHE, HREH. HEFEX
SiFEFEA7EZ R
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Methodist Preschools

A combined stake in the future of the Church - Off to a good start!

Council on Education
The Methodist Church in Singapore

Bishop Dr Chong Chin Chung with Paya Lebar Methodist Chureh pastors, staff.and students' of

Covenant Kindergarten ot PLMC.

Preschool education has tfraditionally been seen
as a strength of the Church. Over the years, while
commercial ones could shift their operations to
the latest neighbourhood centres, the church
kindergartens stayed put. Thus, as demographics
changed over fime, half of our church kindergartens
have had fo close affer struggling for years with
falling enrolment and substantial financial losses. In
his speech to the pastors, management committee
members, principals and staff who had gathered
online for the annual Methodist Preschools Long
Service Award ceremony, Bishop Dr Chong noted that,
"We (the Church) were satisfied that we were providing
low-cost kindergartens or preschool education to the
community and neglected to have a holistic strategy
to develop our teachers and upgrade our teaching
resources.”

On 30 July 2020, the Methodist Church in Singapore
approved the seffing up of a new agency to be
called the Methodist Preschool Services Pte Ltd
(MPSPL), which was then successfully incorporated
on 4 September 2020. It will work with the local
churches to take over the preschool businesses under
one umbrella. Coming together as one will facilitate
the infegration of best practices in curriculum and
administration, the infroduction of unique learning
experiences, as well as joint staff development.
Ms Kwok Wan Yee, Education Secretary, said, "With
many cenfres under one umbrella, we can look
forward to working closer together, drawing on one

another’s strengths and being
more courageous regarding
innovations. We can also expect
economies of scale and the
harmonising of HR policy and
practices, and build our brand
on the Methodist heritage of
excellence in education.”

Bishop Dr Chong conveyed
that the Church must affirm that
preschools are an important
social responsibility of ours.
Secondly, preschools serve as
"a very important bridgehead
as the Church faces the
spread of new movements and
new doctrines that will affect
future generations”. He reminded all that in order
fo establish steadfast values according to biblical
fruth, it is necessary to have proper and balanced
teaching, beginning with the preschools. Thirdly, we
are all urged to work towards “church to church, or
preschool to preschool collaboration... We must have
a kingdom mind-set, where we seek one another’s
good, combine our resources to run together, for we
have a combined stake in the future of the Church.”
With that, the children in our Methodist preschools
are “off to a good start!”

Mr Henry Tan, Chairman of MPSPL, expressed, "We
are so grafeful that the leadership of The Methodist
Church in Singapore is fully behind the consolidating
of Methodist preschools as we share common
branding and curriculum. We hope to be able to
provide a holistic education based on Christian
values that helps to nurture our students’ potential.”

Children with their art work, from Kampong Kapor Methodist Church
Kindergarten
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Missions in the Middle Kingdom

HBFF LT F

Rev Dr Andrew Peh

is a faculty at Trinity Theological College,
feaching Missions and World Religions. His
area of research is missions history in East and
South East Asia, particularly Singapore, which
is the focus of his published dissertation, Of
Missions and Merchants.

Translator/&8i%: Pr Joshua Ong FEEHIfEHE

Plans were afoot last year for the CAC Board of
Missions to conduct a tfeaching course on the
missions history of China, culminating in a study trip
to China to see the various sites including the Great
Wall in Beijing, the “"Nestorian” Stele in Xian, the burial
place of Matteo Ricci as well as fo trace the steps
of the British Methodist missionary Samuel Pollard in
Shimenkan. But alas, all these were scuttled by the
current coronavirus pandemic. While we were hoping
that some semblance of normalcy would enable
us fo conduct the course in person, the decision to
hold the session over zoom was nothing less than a
divine infervention, as we were able to reach a regular
attendance of about eighty over the four Saturday
sessions in August 2020.

Why should we be inferested in the mission history of
China? Or for that matter, some may question, "Why
bother with China?” But if we perhaps take note of
what is happening around us, we will realise that we
live in a world where American global dominance
has eroded with the rise of China, for which the
defining geo-political contest of our times is between
China and the United Statfes. This has been further
exacerbated by the trade wars under Trump and his
repeated reference to the coronavirus as the *China
virus”. Since Martin Jacques’ provocative publication,
When China Rules the World and the more recent, Has
China Won? by Kishore Mahbubani, China’s economic
and political ascendency has been evident in such as
China’s Belt and Road initiative, the increasing unease
in the territorial disputes in the South China Sea, as well
as the phenomenal growth of the Chinese megacities.
Perhaps prior to the Trumpion tagline, China has
already been on the path of assuming the former
glory of Tang China, in "'making China great again.” It
is precisely that we live in these frying and increasingly
fumultuous times that we must not forget the events
that have shaped modern China, especially if we wish
to understand Christianity in China.

HInEE (EL)
EE—WZEROHIT, HESEHFHREH.
A RRMEE R R EMARENEHHE,
BRAZHIMENER AR thaIEE

«Of Missions and Merchantsy g ZE
SEBEF R R IR E S E .

In establishing a ‘tradition’ in the courses | feach, we
began the course with a quiz, some of the questions
are as follows:

When did Christianity first arrive in China?

Who was the first Jesuit to attempt to enter China?
Who is the Chinese martyr commemorated on the
west entrance of the Westminster Abbey?

Name any five Protestant missionaries fo China.

(If you are unable to answer correctly the above, it is
perhaps indicative that this course was intended for

you!)

But beyond just trivia, the history of Christianity in
China is an account of the faithfulness of the people
of God in bringing the Gospel fo the Chinese people.
Broadly, there has been four major waves of the
advent of Christianity in the Tang, Yuan, Ming and Qing
dynasties, through the Church of the East (Nestorian
Church), Roman Catholic missions (notably the
Jesuits) and Protestant missions. And while the
accounts are illuminated by such as Matteo Ricci,
Robert Morrison, Hudson Taylor and Lottie Moon, the
history of Christianity in China is further irradiated by
others such as Alopen, John of Plano Carpini, Michele
Ruggieri, Samuel Pollard and Wang LaiJun. These
exemplify the biblical perspective that in the kingdom
of God, the seemingly inconspicuous should not (and
yes, never) be regarded as insignificant.

| will never forget the words of the poet, Yuan Mei (3=
#) inscribed on the door of a leper's village that we
visited in Shimenkan.The poem is entitled & (moss):

HEAREL, S&FRER
EEmAN, HEHEAHF

Spring arrives even if the sun does not shine,
As with the peonies, so too the finy moss flowers bloom.
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This poem is representative of the Miao people, often
viewed as ordinary and perhaps even inconspicuous,
when compared with the majority Han Chinese. But
not so for Samuel Pollard who ministered among the
Miao; living and eventually dying among a people
he loved. In ways synonymous with the numerous
missionaries in China, Pollard saw in the Miao - the
precious among the seeming pedestrian, the priceless
among the prosaic.The poem is also representative of
the faithfulness of the missionaries in their choice to
minister among the last, the least and the lost.

More importantly, the history of Christianity in China
informs us that God will grow His church in His way
and in His fime. With each advent of the missionaries
and the subsequent persecutions and prohibitions,
it would perhaps be understandable to predict
the dearth of Christianity in China. Yet despite the
closed-door policy and the Cultural Revolution,
Christianity continues fo thrive in modern China. As
the Lord reminded Isaiah that He has reserved seven
thousand who has not bowed their knees before the
gods (1 Kings 19:18), so too the history of Christianity
is a reminder that God’s mission. among the Chinese
continues. Jesus reminds us that the fields are indeed
white unto harvest and He calls us to partner with Him
- will you follow?

EAFWUSHNEHBMEFRF BT ADPEEHH
SEIREE, HPeFPEFEIZHR, SHERIREPHIR
Mttt AERFEKE. ALRRRSERTHER. F
WERE, HFEMREREERLAREEAIRNE
BRI AETERESZHE. REBTERRER I
WMER—HFDEREIRE, BREEEERZIoOOMAIR
FORE, LIFR EFMOR. BAFN1E20205F8 HAT
FAHNMOER, FHEBEI8OALE .

AMBRNFETBPENEZLL? EEBEARE,

“AMEXRCHENE? ” MERNEREERLLERN
B, A PELIENSHHRE, EEEERF LM
fu, Ei2StEPENELZMRM. £XNR, HEK
AN, MERRZENERFT. ERFHEEASTEX
BHNREZE, ULMBXEERBESIRA “HERS
M), #IETXGEE. MNBT - EREFHRE
TR «HHERAHERY —B, MAHSHERE <R
Em TE? > INAJUAER, FEELFMBUETTE
Ugie, FERE—F—ERNEN, FPESERTRE
sy, DRPEXRFETHNRALZRE. FHERH
ERRMIER A, PEESE ETEEPEERE
L UEREBRER" MEELET. TERIEINSE
EE—MIZNER, BMNERESIEEERKPEN
k. BEAMANRFENEEHREM, BN,

MPEMZOR “ER” , BRUANBERFEE—FIE, 5
BT LEGM:

EEBHE M 4R EEARER?
EEF—NERHEAFENIBBGRSEL?

ERHTE TS ER DA O L2222 W —A H B R
SE7

BEIHEAMEPENE ERERTNET

(BRITEZE EREE, XRFRRRNILER EX
iR )

XARAZEEZH, BEHERENHLIERT LFFR
MEBLC, ITEESEAPEANTE. K LR,
BEEZETENBERAS BA4REBSY, 2AEETH
BONER, BRGHES (RH) - BEREH (ERE
=) MEEBNEHLHEA. SHERRABNFIIG
. Dl BEEMRASE, AMEFENEEHRH
s, B4R, FE - HRRRE. SHE. ARENE
REBOUHITREEENAG. X—VLETELHRX L
FEENRRE, RMNTNIZEBLERERNARE, &
ERRBEXN.

SEFATRN— PR, FARRE] EZIBF
AULHTETR. TEFNETE B ¢

HEATE4LE, 5&RE®R
EemA), hEHAHF

XIFFT PR R B IREHA, FIXORMELL, FEERIAE
RTERIEE . BEEERITRENEBEDFIXA
. AEESMHN—BERE, REELEMFZNXEH
AZH. MFZEPENER LT, EREERBPHN
EHRA—BHEN, MEPRETFHRENZE. X
BFERARTERLXNERESNB L, IR &
A &/ FIKTEN.

EEEME, PENEERHLEFRAA)LFNMRE
RN EMIDE, E2XtNS . BES—NEHTH
Bk, MUREEMROBEMETER, FENEEH
REEmMS, NZMKER. Rf, HRAXHEBCRE
M REsRD, BEREMRREARPEZILE.
W LR A TR L Z A ER AL B T EF A R IE SRR
BEHRA—# (FIEIELE19: 18) , BEBMFHER
BEHA], EHENPEANEBNERITH. HBERRE
I, EREEBRT, FFERNEETIRE,
R R ERBE A9 RPN 2

Sunrise over Shimenkan_Photo by 2 &3
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Interview wi’rh
Bishop Chong Chin Chung

Bishop of The Methodist Church in Singapore

SEBRERMTA?
What Are Bishop's Favourites?

=REZRRE:
TORR IR BT
Favourite Drink:
Cold Fresh Coconut Juice

BEWRHFE
S

Favourite Musical
Instrument: Piano

RERHEF:
HRERR A (PLEFEIENE)
Favourite Hymn: What A
Friend We Have In Jesus
(Hokkien)

REWHIE:
RS E

Favourite Exercise:
Brisk Walking

RERMNEI:
157 1037

Favourite Scripture:
Psalm 103

RIRBHUT (L) FHRMEIBEASE+—BENSYE
=8, E20165F12A28FR. keBEEFBHED
30, 20084, fhiFFsG EEEAFNSSK, HF2012
FEE. HEERRENS, HERERBREEMNEREYK
Ui

19815:’—-}5!".:]::-—1‘*-?5% %ﬁlﬁ:ﬁﬁﬁﬂr:ﬁh, 199535&
EEHRXEWBHERFTRBEMLEN; 2008F5%%
FHEIWHERAENHFELEAM. R1996FEZS5EE
Frnyg = — PR E BT o

BEEKRESERTSEI12AHMEERA, «Till> %
WTHREE, K7 Rt ESRAMBE.

THE REV DR CHONG CHIN CHUNG was elected Bishop
of The Methodist Church in Singapore (MCS) at the
11th Session of General Conference in 2016, and
took office as Bishop at his Episcopal Consecration
Service on 2 December 2016. Bishop Chong has
been a Methodist pastor for more than 30 years.
He was elected as President of the Chinese Annual
Conference in 2008, and re-elected to the same post
in 2012. He used to pastor at Kum Yan Methodist
Church, and was the Pastor-in-Charge of Paya Lebar
Chinese Methodist Church.

He was a 1979 Bachelor of Arts graduate of Nanyang
University. He graduated from Trinity Theological
College (TTC) with a Master of Divinity in 1981,
and obtained a post-graduate Master of Theology
degree from Duke Divinity School in 1995. In 2008,
he received his Doctor of Theology degree from the
South East Asia Graduate School of Theology. He has
been a guest lecturer at TTC since 1996.

With Bishop Chong’s impending retirement in
December 2020, we take this opportunity to have a
little chat with him.

Photos sourced from GC Communications and Methodist Welfare Services.
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FHEESEHEEZMNRE

The Bishop's Key Responsibilities

AEFIMEPEASHEAREE, SEMMENACREESZ LN, TERRESSERNUSHNXER, hA=1F
WRZENXR, SUSEFNRRNEEFKNZERENFLIE, P EASE2EREERRRMMLZHAS
MEXR, REZENNEXNE, AREEXBIIRERERBEEMIZWHORE. ZNEIEZNIBTESS
WREBFRSHE. EHR. NS ZHHEEERLXE. &1L KeE. DEFREESS, XLERTHE
HEBESFUSRESKRA-EENN. Z—ElE, SEEXINISAERERSXKE. #RMNIBEASRRE
HIKFo

In the organizational structure of the Methodist Church in Singapore, the Bishop provides oversight of the locall
Methodist churches, and plays a key role in connecting the local churches with the General Conference;
coordinating within the three Annual Conferences; facilitating the General Conference and Annual
Conferences in pastoral work for students of our Methodist schools; inferacting with other Christian
organisations and independent churches in Singapore; participating in infer-faith dialogue to provide active
feedback to the relevant Governmental departments with regard to impacts on our people’s lives due to
natfional policies. We have several important institutions and foundations such as the Methodist Welfare
Services, Methodist Missions Society, Disciple Agency, Methodist Preschool Services Pte Lid., Methodist
Cooperative Society, Garden of Remembrance, Methodist Schools Foundation, etc. These ministries are led
by the Bishop, in conjunction with the three Annual Conferences and the local churches. At another level,
the Bishop also pays aftention to fostering closer ties between Methodist churches in Singapore and the
great family of Methodist churches in the region and around the world.

XHFINE DEAS U REAF NS HWE TN EE S

ZVNEHSBRANRERZREBSUSMIE 1, MEHSWEBHIFIELL,
HMERLC. EIEANFE, RPEQASARRAMER <5 —HFMEEER
=» (One MCS) . ZRAEESWHARAMEEZNE—TEH. T—ERISIN
SRYERALE. EAFUSERERNDNILIETER, NRRESHEE
SHETRR, UHARRIFHINRMRERE, HPTTZBHNEE &F
EHOBRERE.

BB FEOREE, MEVRBNESBEEBRMIIER. WERFERLR
FRE. YIWNDEHIL. EREIMSHESIMIAMA—F. LaNEERERATITIT
B, REERNESLRG/NI. TOBRRAEERNERE, USEN. EERA
g, SEERAEBEMIE, UEEREHNOHA D,

BERENERSME
AN

BESEHERCLRE RERHMREMNERIHN, ZEEH L.
Most Memorable Most Joyful and Happiest: Ordination of
Moments As A Bishop Pastors, Commissioning of Missionaries.

o

Most Comforting:
Unity of the Church.

P BEDNRBLNEEEN
BRENES S5 HEDE REBERF LR

P BENNEHTEHAS, BALS
SREORLESBOTE, BEMASE

94751 NeBoY EEIEX R, Saddest thought:
Most Touching: Organising Gospel Most Memorable: To build The Church losing her

harmonious relations with enthusiasm fo spread
Methodist Churches in the Gospel or to love her

neighbouring countries. neighbours.

Rallies, and witnessing many
Believers responding to God'’s call
and stepping forward to serve.

@ B398 To Communicate @ 13 T #Z To Understand @ 4= RiE To Witness @
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Hopes and encouragement for MCS and CAC Pastoral Staff and Leaders

The biggest challenge for the Church does not come from forces outside the church, but that from within the
Church. Always work to sustain a harmonious coexistence and to be united in heart. In the past four years, the
Methodist Church in Singapore has worked tirelessly fowards *One MCS”.This has become a unifying movement
for our church leaders, and will be a matter for the next General Conference to follow up. CAC has already
successfully put in place Central Pooling, and should now look at how it can infegrate the resources of its locall
churches as soon as possible. It is also important for CAC to formulate the community and social outreach
strategies for the next quadrennium.There should also be a focus on promoting God-pleasing healthy families.

Pastors must trust each other by supporting and encouraging each other to preserve their initial zeal for the
ministry fo which they were called. Pastors need to shepherd with love and care, and not to forget their original
heart of dedication. Church leaders are different from corporate leaders. The Lord Jesus reminds us that the
greatest amongst us must first serve the least. Leaders must be role models for other Christians and fo lead
by example. To become a leader, you must first become a disciple of Christ, having the same mindset as
Christ Jesus.

SEITAR O AR, ARBEZRTX

Bishop’s Thoughts and Post-Retirement Plans

EHFATFE—IPBHNATRNEE. HNEZEERERE, NBEMA. FZHREEREEARNARLIN SR
B, LEHRMNERPEER. ERTEZE/NZ, SRR THE. BCEUNSRE L, KAUAEEREFRN; T2
S25FHEXNR, BFRIEBN, AELFZER, BRLNT

HMEE, SBEPREEFRATHREIS, W HE. KR #ill. 2EREENS S RSB EPRSE.

God gives infinite favour to everyone who follows Him. We must serve our gracious Lord at the first opportunity,
and be a blessing to many others. Regrets arise when we have not noticed how quickly time has passed.
The child from yesterday will soon grow into an aged senior. We may take for granted that we are still strong,
capable of running around ftirelessly for many things in life. Even as we eagerly plan fo step out for outreach
and evangelism or in overseas mission trips, we just realize that age is already catching up and we will have
no further energy to fulfil our desire o serve.

Affer leaving the office of the Bishop, | will continue to freasure the opportunities to serve God, such as in
preaching, teaching and discipling. | look forward to using Mandarin and dialects o contfinue fo serve in the
Chinese-speaking community.

September 2020
P -
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CAC Alpha Conference 2020:
Igniting the Spark of Digiial

Evangelism

Rev Glenn Tan
Member of Board of Witness & Evangelism (BoWE)
Assistant Pastor, Toa Payoh Chinese Methodist Church

During the COVID-19 pandemic, there is not just
a “physical hunger that the church needs to run
fowards, but also there is a spiritual hunger. In this
situation you have to pivot very fast... We pivoted
online and we found that a whole load of people
who would never have come to our church are
listening in online.” In his video address, Rev Nicky
Gumbel, Founder of the Alpha Course, highlighted
that even though the pandemic has forced churches
to be physically closed to congregations, online
evangelism has opened a valuable opportunity for
many fo hear the gospel.

The Alpha Course is not a new iteration of evangelism
inthe church.Infact,itwas startedin 1990 with Rev Nicky
Gumbel explaining the basic tenets of the Christian
faith in an engaging and easily-comprehensible
manner over 10 weeks.To meet the changing needs
of churches, the course has since evolved to include
a youth video series, a documentary-styled Alpha fim
series and a soon-to-be-released Chinese Alpha fim
series produced in China.

On 14 and 15 August 2020,
the CAC Board of Witness
& Evangelism (BoWE)
partnered Alpha Singapore
in organising ‘lgnite: CAC
Alpha Conference” fo
infroduce churches fo the
sharing of the gospel via
videoconferencing platform,
Zoom. Sixty-two members
from twelve CAC churches
were joined by participants
from other local churches,
as well as participants from
New Zealand and China. In
his opening keynote address, CAC President Rev Dr
Gregory Goh urged and reminded participants that
many people have not had the opportunity to hear
the gospel. He thus exhorted churches to not just
simply devote resources to evangelism, but to also
exhibit a zeal for evangelism that characterised the
Methodist movement.

IGNITE

CAC ALPHA CONFERENCE

Platform: Zoom Conference

Date & Time: 14 Aug, 8-10pm &
15 Aug Yam-&pm

Cost: $10 per pax
50% subsidy for all CAC participants

In the address by Rev Pan Hung Yi from New Zealand,
it was emphasised that the essence of the Alpha
Course was not just a tool for evangelism but a vital
component of discipleship that enables the church
to build up a culture of respect, honour, evangelism,
and teamwork. An Alpha practitioner for the past 20
years, Rev Pan shared that he is convinced “Alpha
can be used to transform the culture of the church.”

At the close of the “Ilgnite” conference, Ms Angelic
Cheah, executive director of Alpha Singapore
reflected, "The CAC-Alpha collaboration is a start
of our journey to set the stage for this new season
fo reach out to our community and to bring pre-
believers o encounter the Love of Christ.” Following
the conference, a number of CAC church participants
have joined Alpha Singapore’s online labs to learn
more about the practicalities of running an Alpha
Course online. In addition, Alpha Singapore is
committed to customising trainings for churches and
is organising an Empower training in November 2020
fo prepare churches which are planning to run the
Alpha Course in 2021. More information can be found
on Alpha Singapore’s website https://singapore.

alpha.org/

{€i# 4@ To Communicate @ i

T fi# To Understand @ #ZILIE To Witness @



12 il CAC NEWS

Small Beginnings, Abundant

Achondroplasia is a medical condition that causes one fo have a
disproportionately short stature, making the arms and legs shorter than
normal. Hi, my name is Joshua Khoo, and | was born with this condition.

| was born in August 1992. Before | was born, the doctor broke the news to
my parents, *Your son will be born with 4 short limbs and not be perfectly
formed.” It was difficult for my parents fo come to terms that their child will
be born with different needs. Despite the challenges ahead, they leaned
on their strong faith, and knew that my special needs was a
gift from God.

| was born with weak and frail bones. My spinal cord was
narrower af the lower segment and this suppressed my nerves.
This impeded my ability to walk. As a young child, | had fo
undergo physiotherapy and see a specialist 3 fimes a week.
The medical expenses were a toll on the family’s finances.
My parents had fo shuffle me to and from these sessions.
We withessed God's sacrificial love for His child through my
parents’ sacrifices for me.

When | was 4 years old, a miracle happened at the swimming
pool. In spite of my condition, | was a fearless child and would
excitedly jump into the pool. By the prompting of the Holy
Spirit, my dad somehow released me slowly from his grip at the pool, and told
me to walk. Miraculously, | took my first step forward on my own. When | fook
a second step without any assistance, my dad broke into tears, as he had
witnessed a miracle. He heard the voice of God saying, "This is my beloved
son, whom | love”

Life was tough during my schooling years. The students were rowdy, and
would tease me. There was an incident that | still recall vividly. A group of
bullies had called me across the school canteen. When | ran towards them, |
did not notice a puddle of water. | slipped and hit my head. My close friends
confronted this group of bullies and a fight broke out. Over the years, | realised
that though | may be small in stature, | was always supported by friends who
protected and liffed me up whenever | needed help. God always surrounds

A different perspective. me with angels.
Telok Ayer Chinese
MetccEile i Growing up, | found my passion in photography.

Being able tfo capture expressions
through a photograph allows me to
express myself better. It has been

God's priceless gift fo me. '

In 2014, affer an interview with
Lianhe Zaobao on my journey to
becoming a photographer, | was
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Joshua Khoo
ra c e Telok Ayer Chinese Methodist Church
www.yoursmallestboss.com

invited by schools to deliver motivational talks to students.
With no big achievements or glowing results fo show, | had
my doubts and asked God what | could share. However,
each time as | prepared for these talks, God spoke to me. |
realised my life story was to be celebrated upon, and each
hurdle | overcame was a festimony of God’s work on me.
My personal difficulties could resonate with sommeone who Serving in God's Kingdom, with my lens.
may be struggling.

2020 has been a difficult year for many. |, foo, did not have a good start intfo

the year. Three relatives passed away in the first half of 2020. Life seemed

so fragile. In mid-2020, | received yet another blow. | was retrenched.

Many thoughts ran through my head - | questioned my abilities and was

momentarily shaken, not knowing what my future holds. | decided fo channel  National Day Photo Gallery
my energies to my passion - photography - and started reconnecting

with friends.

In August, | took my annual pilgrimage fo take photographs for the National
Day celebrations. In the midst of this, God presented yet another opportunity
- | was invited by Channel 8 to be interviewed for a special feature on
National Day. It was truly a privilege! Whilst somewhat amused at my “new-
found fame”, | was immensely touched by how God continues to open
doors for me.

This verse has seen me through many seasons, *Be strong
and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever
you go.” [Joshua 1:9]

As a photographer with a small built, | have to overcome
many more hurdles. | have fo jostle for positions to take
the best photos, even with tripods taller than me. | have
fo heave heavy equipment which strain my small
frame.Yet, in every opportunity that God presents

me, | am blessed to be able o play a part in
capturing special moments. | give thanks for

how God has been shaping me.Smallin my

beginnings, yet receiving an abundance

of God’s grace.

[Affernote: At the time of publishing, Joshua was 7%
just re-hired back to his previous job. We praise
God for His unceasing provision. ]
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Board of Communications (BOC)
Rev Ling Tieng Ngung, BOC Chairperson

COVID-19 has led to many new initiatives in our
churches, with worship, classes and meetings now
held online. Work-from-home is now commonplace.
In this new-norm, BOC also needs to rethink how we
can better connect the 17 CAC churches, facilitate
the sharing of resources, and deliver updates and key
information fo our congregation.

With safe distancing measures in-place, the church’s
physical activities have been much curtailed. Most of
our ministries have had to move online, presenting a
severe challenge for many churches. Church pastors,
co-workers and volunteers are now expected to have
a mastery of technological skills, e.g. video editing or
video conferencing. BOC will consider how we can
infroduce more fraining to help churches to upskill
themselves and become more effective in promoting
church activities online, and ensure that the Gospel
message continues to flourish despite the pandemic.



The "CAC News" has also had to move with the times.
Each issue of "CAC News” is now uploaded on the
CAC website for online reading. Topics of interest or
theological articles are also posted on the CAC
Facebook page, with links to encourage the sharing of
articles.BOC will continue to upload useful devotional
resources or theological publications on the CAC
website and Facebook page, and possibly other new
platforms, to help our CAC members in nurturing their
spiritual life.

In the post-COVID-19 world, digital platforms cannot
be ignored. When we start offering online worship,

Board of Worship & Music
DrYeo Teck Beng, Acting Chairperson

All over the world, the COVID-19 pandemic has greatly
affected the way churches conduct their worship. With
the strict lockdown measures, church worship moved
online, with Sunday worship either pre-recorded or live-
streamed and broadcast online. While CAC Churches
fully supported online worship, some elderly church
members who are less digitally competent or who
do not possess a digital device may not be able o
participate in online worship. To this end, our pastors
and church leaders have been providing training and
hands-on assistance to the seniors.

Another area of concern had been on the efiquette
and posture of worshipping at home. Even though
instructions tfo prepare for worship and to follow the
liturgical order are given, worshippers must have the
right mindset and atfitude to have a meaningful and
genuine communion with God in worship.

Undoubtedly, online worship has the ability fo reach
out to a wider congregation, venturing beyond
geographical boundaries. Our churches have found
worshippers from other churches or from overseas
attending their online service. Online worship via
Zoom or Facebook will continue fo be the norm even
affer we resume on-site worship. As congregational
singing may still be restricted even when we return to
on-site worship, churches should make preparations
for alternatives, such as reciting the lyrics, meditating
on the messages, pre-recording songs or having
instrumental interludes by worship teams, so as fo
evolve worship info a silent but more contemplative
mode.

{R1#3438 To Communicate
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online bible classes or videoconference fellowships,
it is, like the dawning of a new day as many more
new opportunities open up. Church memlbers now
have more alternatives to aftending physical Sunday
worship. This may present a risk of some forgoing
physical church worship, especially amongst the
younger generation. BOC will closely monitor how we
leverage such digital platforms to use them effectively
for more efficient dissemination of information to
a wider audience, and to encourage our Church
members fo stay connected through a more
inferactive experience.

We firmly believe that regardless of whether we
worship corporately on-site or remotely online, when
we gather reverently in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ o worship, God’s spirit is in our midst fo inspire
and empower us fo worship the Triune God in spirit
and in truth.
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Board of Discipleship & Nurture (BDN)
Collated by Hannah Tan, BDN Staff

As the pandemic grew and Singapore intfroduced
the unprecedented Circuit Breaker measures, many
of our original plans for classroom training had fo

be suspended. The Discipleship ministries of our
churches quickly transited to offer online classes.
Although everyone had to familiarise themselves
with the new fechnology, most soon discovered
its benefits. Online classes could now be offered
beyond geographical boundaries. Members who
could not parficipate in physical classes previously
due tfo distance constraints, could now join in the
digital space. The pandemic has not held back our
learning; in fact, we have seen more growth, with
small groups, Sunday Schools, fellowships, Bible Studly,
and "DISCIPLE” and "Companions in Christ” courses
successfully fransiting to online platforms.

In preparation for the new normal, BDN is discussing
how the classroom of the future could traverse time
and geography. Future discipleship fraining may
incorporate a blended approach, with a mix of
physical classes and online learning. As a classroom
without walls, our churches can share more training
resources and grow the body of Christ.

Whilst we are excited about new learning channels,
we need to be reminded that the fundamental
purpose of discipleship training is to nurture the
spiritual growth of believers in thought, as well as in
action. We should also be careful not to marginalise
those who may not be able to access digital learning
due to factors such as environment, age or preferred
learning mode. Beyond trainings provided by local
churches,individuals are now be exposedto a plethora
of spirifual courses on the internet and risk being
exposed to unorthodox teachings. It is difficult for the
church to draw up exhaustive cautionary boundaries,
thus making it all the more crucial for each disciple to
be equipped with the ability fo exercise discernment
in the information they come across. May the Lord
grant us eyes fo recognise spiritual fruths, and the
courage to grasp the unique opportunity He has
presented in these unprecedented fimes.



Board of Family Life (BOFL)
David Ang, Chairperson of BOFL

BOFL ended 2019 with much excitement about
programmes for the new year. However, when the
Circuit Breaker (CB) was effected, we had to suspend
our plans. Yet, we came fo an interesting revelation.
With physical events cancelled during the CB, church
members were forced to stay home and families
were spending more time at home together. Couples
began to draw closer to one another and parents
spent more time with their children; these have always
been the goal behind the Board's activities. Regardless
of whether our events could be organised, it was far
more important that families were bonded in Christ.

Families go through different challenges during
these times. They need to adjust to prolonged hours
of spending time indoors together and working from
home. In May, BOFL organised CAC's first webinars.
With the support of various pastors and volunteer
speakers, we produced two series of Family Webinars.
The fopics centred on family relationships, parenting,
COVID-19 adjustments and challenges. We had warm
response, seeing an average of 200 participants each
session. Technology allowed our webinars to reach
parficipants outside of our usual CAC community,
fo reach a wider audience including overseas
participants.

Missed the BOFL Webinars?

Do catch-up and watch them on CAC's &
YouTube channel (tiny.cc/CACYouTube)!
TREETHER? YRR 40,

WME L L EER I

We plan to hold the 2020 CAC Day of Prayer jointly with
the Board of Seniors Ministry (BOSM) on 31 October
2020.As we are still unable to gather as a large group,
we will conduct the “Generations to Generations”
prayer session via Zoom videoconference. Do look
out on the CAC and BOFL Facebook page for more
updates.

God allows all things for the greater purpose of us
knowing Him and His will. With this, we hope that
things will return fo "normalcy” soon and that we can
reconvene with person-to-person interaction as that is
indeed the more natural means for the Body of Christ
fo fellowship, grow and strengthen.
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FINDING
YOUR PLACE 5

by Board of Youth Ministry

In partnership with Sterling Campus, the CAC Board of Youth
Ministry (BOYM) launched its very first Methodist discipleship
and mentoring programme, Finding Your Place (FYP), in
January 2020. This 3-month long programme was designed to
equip young people fo face the issues of their generation as

they step into marketplace ministry.
As young men and women created in
the image of God, how can you be a Thefirstrun of BOYM FYP 2020 saw the participation of 10 mentees

vessel of God in the vocation that He from various CAC churches, supported by an amazing group of
has called or is calling you to? The 8 mentors (including pastors), as well as 10 industry professionals
planning for FYP 2021 is ongoing! Be sure  Who were invited to share how they live out their faith in the
to follow BOYM's social media pages for marketplace. Participants met every Monday to Friday. During
news and updates on this and more! the sessions, they delved intfo understanding God’'s grand plan
in creation against different world views and explored how they
f fo.com/cac.bym could play a part as disciples in the marketplace. We share here
Instagram.com/cacboym the reflections of two FYP 2020 participants.
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My fime at Finding Your Place was very enriching. It
stretched me in many ways.

One of my biggest areas of growth was learning fo
love God with my mind.Throughout the 10 weeks, we
wrestled with many ideas and read through excerpfts
written by Christian thinkers.The readings opened my
eyes to perspectives | had not seen before, and the
engaging lessons and interactive sessions gave me a
space fo clarify the questions | had about faith. Having
a different discussion tfopic each week allowed me to
see Christ in every aspect of our lives regardless of
which discipline we study or occupation we pursue.

Another area of growth was in the area of church
history. Before FYPR | thought history was really boring,
but after attending 9 weeks of history lectures, my
inferest in this area blossomed. | was amazed to
frace how our faith expanded and evolved over the
centuries, and fo know our Methodist roots! By the
end of the programme, we were asked which part of
FYP we enjoyed the most, and | proudly said History!

What | appreciated most were the mentors who
were with us during lessons, discussions and breaks
throughout the 10 weeks.They were such an important
part of my journey as they not only entertained all
my silly guestions, but also encouraged me, gave me
space to share my life and shared their personal lives
too.

All'in all, FYP has helped me to be more confident in
talking about my faith and what | believe. Choosing
fo join FYP took a lot of courage as | signed up alone,
but it was one of the best decisions | made this year. (:

FYP 2020 Menfee Cateleya Chai
Bukit Panjang Methodist Church

| have gained so much more than | have given in
the three months as a mentor at the FYP programme
organised by CAC BOYM. As | journeyed with youths
from different CAC churches, | witnessed growth not
only in them, but in myself too!

Many of the youths came in with a cluftered mind,
struggling fo discern the voice of God. Through
the Spiritual Formation lessons, we learnt different
fechniques to quieten our minds and focus solely on
God. My greatest takeaway from Spiritual Formation
wass the session on decision-making. A phrase that has
stuck with me was, *not making a decision is making
a decision”. | learnt that we have to take a bigger
responsibility for the choices that we make, and to not
over-spiritualise everything as God has blessed us with
a mind to think logically as well.This has helped me in
my ministry as | guide the young ones in my church to
manoeuvre the challenging times.

FYP has also opened my eyes to the way | see the
world, especially in the area of education. | never
knew the right answer when the youths in church
asked me this question: "Why are we studying so
hard when at the end of it all, we are all headed to
the same place (heaven)? What if the area God is
calling me to does not require good grades? Why am
| still studying so hard?”

Our sessions on God'’s Perspective of His World gave
me a clearer answer to these questions. For example,
we learnt that many of the founders of modern
science were devout Christions who saw science
as the study of God’s creation and a way fo worship
Him! Our sessions with the various marketplace
professionals also gave me insights info how our faith
has practical consequences in areas like business,
engineering and counselling. | can now guide my
youths fo see that education is not just about grades,
but it nourishes our minds, glorifies God, and is part of
advancing His kingdom.

In all, it was a privilege to grow with these youths and
hear them share openly about their perspectives
and the various struggles they face.Through FYR | feel
more equipped and ready to face the challenges of
this world together with my youths. Coram Deo!

FYP 2020 Mentor
Koh Xin Yi
Michelle

Local Ministry Staff
- Youth Ministry,
Sengkang
Methodlist Church
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Share Your Stories, Spread The Word, #CACTogether
Email us if you wish fo contribute an article, or would like your church event to be covered.Tag us on your social media pages. #CACTogether
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