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Following is an abridged version of the CAC Loving Fami-
lies Sunday sermon given by CAC President, Rev Dr Gregory
Goh, on 30 April 2023.

This year, we celebrated CAC Loving Families Sunday
for the first fime. Families are crucial, playing a vital role in
Creation and in God's kingdom. It infentionally focused on
family life, marital relationships, parent-child relationships
and passing on a legacy of faith to our children. Every CAC
church has formed a ministry committee fo implement sys-
fematic and strategic plans that support and help the con-
gregation impart biblical family values.

The family is critical for passing on the legacy of faith.
Today, families are under great pressure, from cases of di-
vorce, poor mental health, suicides, family violence, depres-
sion and more. Our families live in a VUCA world - Volatile,
Uncertain, Complex, Ambiguous - fast-paced and where
constant unpredictable changes are the norm. How should
we navigate family life in a VUCA world?

Christian Author Samuel L. Hamilton wrote in his book
"The Family: The Centre of Religious Education”: "Church
and Family, being a Christian organisation, are closely in-
fertwined, and mutually interdependent. They are like con-
joined twins, and if they were to be dissected, one or both
would perish. In such a disordered world, if the church does
not make families the pillar of formative Christion educa-
fion, the church will lose her ability fo live out her fullest po-
fential. "Let us work tfogether to nurture the faith of our next
generation and pass on our Christian faith from generation
fo generation.

Let me share three points in response fo the challenges.

First, we need a clear conviction. Joshua chapter 24
reminded the lIsraelites why they should serve God be-
cause He showered fremendous grace upon them, chose
them fo be His people, redeemed them from Egypt, and
led them into the Promised Land. In verses 14 to 18, Joshua
challenged them to fear the Lord and serve him with all

faithfulness. As the leader, Joshua modelled such faith and
obedience, by declaring, "But as for me and my household,
we will serve the Lord”. Joshua made a covenant for the
people, and reaffirmed decrees and laws for them. But they
must remain loyal fo God and obey His Word, otherwise,
they would face dire consequences.

In VUCA times, we must be resolute on God'’s commmand
to us. We have received the truth of God's Word and must
decide to follow and serve God.

Second, we need to be centred on the unchanging
truth of the Cross which reminds us that we were once
condemned. It reveals God’s mercy and righteousness. Be-
cause of His righteousness, He sent His beloved and only be-
goften Son Jesus Christ to the world to atone for our sin, so
that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have
eternal life. Through His redemption, humanity is released
from enslavement fo sin and reconciled to God. Besides
eternal life, we received a new identity as children of God
and an everlasting relationship with Him.

The cross also reminds us that in this fallen world that we
live, we still have some imperfect motives and acts that are
not pleasing to God. We need to understand our precious
identity in Christ and only when we centre our lives on the
grace and truth of God’s salvation through the cross can
we be living withesses for God today.

As we nurture the next generation, we need to be vig-
ilant of what pleases God and walk in the light so that
when we experience the power of the cross, His profound
love, and His forgiveness, we can see clearly and respond
fo the challenges and impact of foday’s world of differing
values and lifestyles which demand a clear articulation of
our faith. When we understand God's truth, and experience
God’s presence, we will anchor our soul on Him as we en-
counter rapid changes and an unpredictable future.

Lastly, as God’s people, we need a Christian character
which John Wesley said is holiness of heart and life.

In Matthew 5, Jesus began teaching the Beatitudes
which show us the godly character that God wants us fo
develop and live out. We are to be in the world but not of
the world, living by our words and actions, so as fo witness
effectively for Christ. Let us encourage one another to strive
to grow, mature and develop godly character and live a
Christ-centred and God-glorifying life.

Christian families need to have these: a clear convic-
fion, a Cross-centred life and a Christian character. Let us
pray fervently for our family life ministries and our families.
May our Chinese Annual Conference be a Church that is
after God’s heart, a strong disciple-making faith community
equipped to pass on our Christian faith from generation to
generation. May God'’s favour be upon us. Amen.
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